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From: Baker, Katie

To: FOIA HQ

Subject: OSC Referral to EPA - Rodriguez FO-18-0071 and Spinelli FO-18-0084
Date: Friday, January 24, 2020 1:42:40 PM

Attachments: Spinelli Req FO-18-0084.pdf

HA-18-3433 Case File.pdf
HA-17-3352 Case File.pdf
Rodriguez Req FO-18-0071.pdf

U.S. OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL
1730 M Street, N.W., Suite 218
Washington, DC 20036-4505

(202) 804-7000

January 24, 2020

Re: Freedom of Information Act Referral (Ref. #s FO-18-0071 and FO-18-0084)
Dear FOIA Officer:

The U.S. Office of Special Counsel (OSC) has processed two similar FOIA requests in which it identified
potentially responsive records that originated with the Environmental Protection Agency.

Attached to this letter you will find the original FOIA requests from the requesters and responsive records
(15 pages), which I am referring to your FOIA office for determination and direct response to the requester
under the FOIA. Please be advised that Mr. Spinelli later amended the scope of his request to the same
universe of records sought for Mr. Rodriguez’s FOIA request. We ask that you protect the personal privacy
interests of any third party individuals mentioned in the records pursuant to FOIA Exemption 6 and 7(C).

A copy of the requesters' letters are attached. The requesters’ contact information is:

Mr. Juan-Carlos Rodriguez
Law360

111 West 19TH Street 5th Floor
New York, NY 10011
je.rodriguez@law360.com

Mr. Dan Spinelli

Mother Jones

1612 K Street, NW Suite 702
Washington, DC 20006

dspinelli@motherjones.com

I can be contacted at (202) 804-7000 or by kbaker@osc.gov if you have any questions.

Sincerely,



mailto:KBaker@osc.gov

mailto:FOIA_HQ@epa.gov

mailto:jc.rodriguez@law360.com

mailto:tndongo@osc.gov



Baker, Katie

From: Dan Spinelli <dspinelli@motherjones.com>

Sent: Monday, June 25, 2018 3:52 PM

To: Request, Foia

Subject: FOIA Request for Records Relating to Scott Pruitt's Retaliation Against EPA Employees
Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Categories: Katie, Carla

Freedom of Information Act Request
Office of Special Counsel

1730 M Street Northwest
Washington, DC 20036-4505

Dan Spinelli

1612 K St NW, Suite 702
Washington, D.C. 20006
dspinelli@motherjones.com
215-559-1092

06/25/18
Dear Sir/Madam:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. | request that a copy of the following document(s) be
provided to me: any emails, memos, or other electronic records about or related to EPA Administrator Scott
Pruitt retaliating against employees who objected to his spending and management decisions. The search
should include any mention of our correspondence to or from the following individuals: John E. Reeder,
Reginald E. Allen, Eric Weese, John C. Martin, Mario Caraballo, and Kevin Chmielewski.

In order to help determine fees, you should know that | am a representative of the news media. As such, | am
only required to pay for the direct cost of duplication after the first 100 pages.

| am a reporter at Mother Jones magazine, an award-winning print and web publication with a readership of
over 12 million people nationally, per month. In 2017, Mother Jones won the National Magazine Award for
"Magazine of the Year," the highest award given in magazine journalism. As you can see on our website,
Motherdones.com, our content is original analysis, not aggregation of information. We have a proven record of
ably gathering information on current events, synthesizing that information into distinct journalistic work, and
then disseminating it to a broad public.

If my request is denied in whole or part, | ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions
of the act. | will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. | reserve the
right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees.

I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. Please send this information in
electronic format wherever possible.

As | am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, | would appreciate your
communicating with me by telephone or email, rather than by mail. If you would like to discuss the scope of this
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request, or have any other questions, | can be reached at 609-849-8729 or at dspinelli@motherjones.com.
Thank you for your consideration of my request.

Sincerely,

Dan Spinelli
Reporter, Mother Jones

Dan Spinelli

Mother Jones Energy and Environmental Policy Reporter
Office: 202-626-7251 // Cell: 609-849-8729

@dspin3









Martorana, Carolyn

From: QOrquina, Jessica <Orquina.Jessica@epa.gov>
Sent; Friday, May 11, 2018 10:40 AM

To: Martorana, Carolyn

Ce: Fugh, Justina

Subject: FW: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?

Thank you for calling. Here’s the email we discussed.

Jess

lessica Ann Crquina, Director

Office of Web Communications

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Email: grguina.jessica@epa.gov
Office: 202-564-0446

Mabile: 202-322-8369

From: Valentine, Julia

Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 4:48 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>
Cc: Orquinag, Jessica <Orquina.Jessica@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?

Great — just tweeted the first one. Scheduling the rest.
Once he is sworn in I'll weave in the others. Send a phot if you'd like it included

Julia P. Valentine

US EPA Office of Public Affairs
202.564.2663 direct
202.740.1336 m/txt

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 4:42 PM

To: Valentine, Julia <Valentine. julla@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john@epa.gov>
Cc: Orguina, Jessica <Qrguina.lessica@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?

Yes, thank you!

From: Valentine, Julia

Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 4:41 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, lohn <kpnkus.jchn@epa.gov>
Ce; Orquina, Jessica <Orguina.jessica@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?








Hi Liz and John — | added times to the tweets | drafted yesterday. These logk ok to you? Thanks

Post now
CONFIRMED! The U.S. Senate just voted to confirm Andrew Wheeler as the new Deputy Administrator of @EPA, {release
link)

Post 7:30 PM
EPA has a new Deputy Administrator! Confirmed by the Senate: Environmental policy expert Andrew Wheeler worked
@EPA under both Presidents George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton. Nominated in October {link to release)

Post 9 AM Friday

The Senate does its duty: Andrew Wheeler confirmed by Senate deputy administrator of @EPA. The Democrats couldn't
block the confirmation of environmental policy expert and former EPA staffer under both a Republican and a Democrat
president.

Post 11:30 AM Friday

As @EPA deputy administrator, Andrew Wheeler brings his extraordinary credentials in environmental policy to
continue returning the agency to its primary mission of protecting clean air and water for all Americans and providing
regulatory certainty to the nation’s job creators.

Post 1:30 PM Friday
Welcome back to the EPA, Andrew! Senate confirms Andrew Wheeler as @EPA Deputy Administrator. Environmental
palicy expert with experience on Capitel Hill and two previous administrations — one Dem, ane Repub.

From: Bowman, Liz

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 3:48 PM

To: Konkus, John <konkus.ijohn@epa.gov>; Valentine, Julia <Valentine Julia@epa.gov>
Ce: Orquina, Jessica <QOrguina.essica@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?

Last | heard, the floor debate would probably start today, but that is 30 hours, so there wouldn’t be any vote
expected until later this week, or even this weekend.

From: Konkus, John

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 3:05 PM

To: Valentine, lulia <Valentine.Julia@epa.gov>, Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Cc: Crguina, lessica <Qrquina.Jessica@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?

This is not going to happen today FYI

From: Valentine, Julia

Sent: Wednesday, Aprif 11, 2018 3:03 PM

To: Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>; Konkus, John <konkus.john @epa.gov>
Ce: Orquina, fessica <QOrguina.Jessica@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?








Hi Liz and John -- let me know what you think of these drafts, We will add the link to any release you send out
once he's confirmed. If there is a swearing in photo to share, that would be great to include once it
happens. We can RT whatever you put out from the administrator's account. Thanks.

CONFIRMED! The U.S. Senate just voted to confirm Andrew Wheeler as the new Deputy
Administrator of @EPA.

EPA has a new Deputy Administrator] Confirmed by the Senate: Environmental policy expert Andrew
Wheeler worked @EPA under both Presidents George H. W. Bush and Bili Clinton. Nominated in
Octeber (link to October release)

The Senate does it's duty: Andrew Wheeler confirmed by Senate deputy administrator of @EPA. The
Democrats couldn't block the confirmation of environmental policy expert and former EPA staffer
under both a Republican and a Democrat president.

As @EPA deputy administrator, Andrew Wheeler brings his extraordinary credentials in
environmental policy to continue returning the agency to its primary mission of protecting clean air
and water for all Americans and providing regulatory certainty to the nation's job creators.

Welcome back to the EPA, Andrew! Senate confirms Andrew Wheeler as @EPA Deputy

Administrator. Environmental policy expert with experience on Capitol Hill and two previous
administrations -- one Dem, one Repub.

Once he is sworn in:

Andrew Wheeler just sworn in as our new Deputy Administrator. Welcome back to the EPA! (photo
of swearing in)

Deputy Administrator Wheeler gets down to work!

Welcome back to @EPA Deputy Administrator Wheeler!

From: Valentine, Julia

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 2:08 PM

To: Bowman, Liz; Konkus, John

Cc: Crguina, Jessica

Subject: Re: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?

sure







Julia P. Valentine

Office of Public Affairs
US EPA HQ

202.564.2663¢% desk
202.740.13368% m/txt

| am an EPA LGBTQ+ Ally. Click to learn more and take the pledge

From; Bowman, lLiz

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 1:17.58 PM

To: Valentine, Julia; Kenkus, John

Cc: Orquina, Jessica

Subject: RE: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?

Sure, that would be great. Will you please use the press release on the website about him, for a reference
point?

From: Valentine, Julia

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 1:13 PM

To: Kenkus, lohn <konkus.john@epa.gov>; Bowman, Liz <Bowman.Liz@epa.gov>
Cc: Orguina, Jessica <Crguina.Jessica@epa.gov>

Subject: Draft some social for upcoming Wheeler vote?

Hi Liz and John -- I saw that the Majority Leader tweeted that the Wheeler vote will be coming up as soon as
this afternoon. Happy to draft some social to be ready for the main account if you'd like. Thanks







- Martorana, Carolyn

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Thank you Justina!

Orquina, Jessica <Orqguina.Jessica@epa.gov>
Tuesday, May 8, 2018 821 PM

Fugh, Justina

Martorana, Carolyn

Re: Need for some help from you, please, Jess

Ms Martorana, I'd be happy to chat with you. Let me know when is good for you.

less

lessica Ann Orquina, Director

Office of Web Communications

U.S. Envircnmental Protection Agency

Email: orquina.jessica@epa.gov

Office: 202-564-0446
Mobile: 202-322-8369
Sent from my iPhone

On May 8, 2018, at 7:.09 PM, Fugh, Justina <Fugh Justina@epa.gov> wrote:

Hi Jess,

| recently received a phone call from Caroline Martorana, who works for the Hatch Act unit in
the Office of Special Counsel. Her office received a complaint about a specific Agency tweet
that apparently included text that said “Democrats couldn’t biock the confirmation of
environmental policy expert and former EPA staffer.” Ms. Martorana would like to know more
about that tweet and who posted it,

| said that you would be best person to contact about that (and | explained to her that you are a
career employee who works closely with EPA Ethics). | believe that Ms. Martorana witl contact
you directly, Jess. Here’s how:

Jessica Ann Orquina, Director

Office of Web Communications

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Email: orguina.jessica@epa.gov

Office: 202-564-0446
Mobile: 202-322-8369

Let me know if | can be of any help going forward!

Justina







.

Justina Fugh | Senior Counsel for €thics | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | mail Code 231LA | .Room 4308
North, William Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washingten, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004
for the zip code) | phone 202-564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772









Yarbro, Jacqueline

From: Yarbro, Jacqueline

Sent: Menday, June 12, 2017 3:31 AM

To: 'Fugh, Justina'

Subject: RE: OSC is welcome to contact EPA's chief of staff
Justina,

Thank you! t will pass this information along to Ana and we will likely be in touch with Ryan taday or tomorrow.

Best,

Jackie Yarbro

Intern, Hatch Act Unit

U.S. Dffice of Special Counsel
{202) 254-3600 ext. 2545

From: Fugh, Justina [mailto:Fugh.Justina@epa.gov]
Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 6:55 PM

To: Yarbre, lacqueline { (B)(6); |@osc.gov>

Subject: OSC is welcome to contact EPA's chief of staff

Hi Jackie,

[ learned that it was the Agency’s Chief of 5taff, Ryan Jackson, who contacted the Oklahoma GOP, so there is
no need to contact Sydney Hupp at all. She’s currently the Administrator’s scheduler, but she’s leaving federal
service at the end of next week anyway. So you all can contact Ryan directly {see his email message to me
below). His email address is jackson.ryan@epa.gov and his phone number is 202 564 6999. | believe that he
will be back from travel on Monday.

Cheers,

Justina

Justira Fugh | Senior Counsel for Ethics | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 2311A | Room 4308 North, William
Jefferson Chinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004 for the zip code} | phone 202-
F64-1786 | fax 2C2-564-177¢

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Friday, June 09, 2017 6:27 PM

To: Fugh, Justina <Fugh Justina@epa.gov>
Cc: Hupp, Sydney <hupp.sydney@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: question for you

[ advised the OKGOO what needed to happen and they were going to get with me on an invitation. Syd docs
not need interviewed. I'm happy to provide them with information and chain of events.

f{_yan Jackson
Chief of Staff








U.S. EPA
(202) 564-6999







Marrone, Ana

From: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, April 26, 2017 5:46 PM

To: Marrone, Ana; Hamrick, Erica

Cc: Jackson, Ryan; Minoli, Kevin

Subject: E. Scott Pruitt will not participate in the Oklahoma GOP event on 5/5/17
Attachments: HOW TO REVIEW POLITICAL INVITATIONS doc

Dear Ana and Erica,

Thank you both for your concern about an event invitation created by the Oklahoma Republican Party (OKGOP) that
inappropriately used the £EPA Administrator’s official title in connection with a partisan activity. We at EPA were
startled to see the wording of this invitation, particularly since the Administrator’s staff had asked for —and received —
Hatch Act guidance in advance. Set forth below is the inquiry that | received from the Administrator’s staff on April 17
as well as the advice | provided the next day. You will see that my advice includes specific direction that the
Administrator’s title could not be used at all and that his name could not be used in connection with fundraising

efforts. | am not aware of any action taken by either Mr. Pruitt or any EPA employee that caused the OKGOP to
conclude that it could use the Administrator’s title in connection with this political activity. | believe, then, that the
organization created this invitation on its own accord.

| am writing to inform you that the EPA Chief of Staff, Ryan jackson, has confirmed that Scott Pruitt will not be attending
this event on May 5, 2017.

| have copied both Mr. Jackson as well as Kevin Minoli, our Acting General Counsel and Designated Agency Ethics
Official, for their information. Again, thank you for your attention to this matter.

With kind regards,
Justina

Justina Fugh | Senior Counsel for Ethics | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mail Code 23114 | Room 4308 North, William
Jeffersan Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-
B64-1786 | fax 202-B64-1772

From: Fugh, Justina

Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2017 3:47 PM

To: Greenwalt, Sarah <greenwalt.sarah@epa.gov>; Minoli, Kevin <Minoli.Kevin@epa.gov>
Cc: Hupp, Sydney <hupp.sydney@epa.gov>; Keith, Jennie <Keith.Jennie@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Speaking request for Admin Pruitt [WARNING: SPF validation failed]

Hi Sarah,

I hadn’t seen this request yet, but it definitely presents significant Hatch Act issues. For example, as a federal
employee, Mr. Pruitt cannot ever engage in any fundraising for any political party or group, which includes
how the organization refers to him in its publicity material if indeed he agrees to do this event. In addition,
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there are restrictions with regard to whether they can include his EPA title and position in connection with
partisan political activity, and the organization will have to pay for his travel expenses.

Historically, EPA administrators have not engaged in partisan events in non-Presidential election

years. Because other employees should not be assisting with political events, we have tried to limit
dramatically the number of employees who review and assess political invitations. In the past, only the Chief
of Staff received such invitations, and s/he worked directly with OGC/ethics. We don’t have to fellow that
exact same model, but | would like to limit the number of people invoived so as to protect them from any
concerns about any inadvertent Hatch Act violations. Previously, OGC/ethics developed the attached
guidance to assist the immediate office in assessing political invitations.

If the Administrator wishes to consider this invitation, then we should identify the one person who will work
on political invitations with me so that we can identify the necessary groundrules. Would that person be you?
Justina

Justina Fugh | Senior Counsel for Ethics | Office of General Counsel | US EPA | Mai! Code 23114 | Room 4308 North, William
Jefferson Clinton Federal Building | Washington, DC 20460 (for ground deliveries, use 20004 for the zip code) | phone 202-
564-1786 | fax 202-564-1772

From: Greenwalt, Sarah

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2017 10:28 AM

To: Minoli, Kevin <Mingli.Kevin@epa.gov>

Cc: Fugh, Justina <Fugh.Justina@epa.gov>; Hupp, Sydney <hupp.sydney@epa.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Speaking request for Admin Pruitt [WARNING: SPF validation failed]

Kevin, this was the request I mentioned.

Justina, has this come across your desk yet? Would you pleasc get with Syd to sec if this is something AP could
do?

Thank you!
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Hupp, Sydney" <hupp.sydney({@epa.gov>

Date: April 17,2017 at 9:24:49 AM EDT

To: "Jackson, Ryan" <jackson.ryan{@epa.gov>

Ce: "Greenwalt, Sarah" <gregnwalt.sarah{@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Speaking request for Admin Pruitt [WARNING: SPF validation failed}

| have Sarah checking out the ethics of this.

Sydney Hupp







Office of the Administrator- Scheduling
202.816.1659

From: Jackson, Ryan

Sent: Saturday, April 15, 2017 7:05 PM

To: Hupp, Sydney <hupp.sydney@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: Speaking request for Admin Pruitt [WARNING: SPF validation failed]

From: Pollard, Pam [mailto;pam@okgop.com]

Sent: Tuesday, April 11, 2017 11:52 AM

To; Jackson, Ryan <jackson.ryan@epa.gov>

Subject: Speaking request for Admin Pruitt [WARNING: SPF validation failed]

Ryan,

Congratulations on your new job as COS for Administrator Scott Pruitt! Qur nation truly is in a better place with you two
at the EPA.

I would like to request Admin Pruitt to be our keynote speaker at our largest fundraiser of the year, The State Convention's
Gala Dinner on May 5th, 2017 at the FirstMoore Baptist (301 NE 27th St, Moore, OK 73160).

Reception begins at 6 p.m. where Admin. Pruitt would be the guest of honor with the dinner at 7 p.m. when he would give
the keynote address around 7:45 p.m.

The theme for the weekend is "Celebrate Oklahoma".

The Republican Party is proud to have voted for the Republican nominee for President for the 4th consecutive election
which led to Donald J. Trump becoming the 45th President of the United States. We celebrate our 94% win record on the
ballet in 2016 where the state democrats did not win a single race on the ballot.

But, the greatest celebration of all is our own Scott Pruitt and we would love to honor him for his achievements!

We are not only celebrating political victories, but we will have a special program on Saturday highlighting the Governor's
Oklahoma Fosters Program asking our delegates to become more involved in the foster care program.

The audience will consist of approximately 500 OKGOP supporters and donors.

Press attendance will be subject to your office's preference.

I look forward to hearing from your office on Admin. Pruitt's availability.

Pam Pollard, Chairman
Oklahoma Republican Party
405.420.8154

pami@okgop.com








Updated July 2014

HOW TO REVIEW POLITICAL INVITATIONS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE HATCH ACT

The Hatch Act, 5 USC §§ 7321-7326, regulates the political activitics of federal employees in
the Executive Branch of the Federal government. “Political activity” is defined as an activity
directed toward the success or failure of a political party, candidate for partisan political office,
or partisan political group. Under the Hatch Act, most employees cannot participate in partisan
political activity while on government time and in government facilities. However, this rule is
diffcrent for PAS employees. This guidance will help you to know what the PAS employecs can
and cannot do.

Who is a PAS employee?

EPA has 14 PAS employees, who are Presidential Appointees confirmed by the Senate. They
arc the Administrator, the Deputy Administrator, the General Counsel, the Inspector General, the
Chief Financial Officer, and the nine Assistant Administrators,

What are all emplovees prohibited from doing under the Hatch Act?
There are several things that no employee, including PASers, should do:

(1) Don’t use your official authority or influence to interfere with or affect an election. Don’t
use your official title while participating in political activity and don’t use your authority to
coerce anyone to participate in political activity, Importantly, you can’t solicit, accept or receive
uncompensated volunteer services from any subordinate for any political purpose;

(2) Don’t fundraise, even in your private capacity. You can’t even let your name be used as the
host of fundraiser. You can’t solicit political contributions in a speech or address at a fundraiser,
and you can’t let your official title be used in connection with a {fundraiscr. You also can’t
solicit, accept or receive volunteer services from an EPA subordinate;

(3) Don’t run for partisan public office (without first talking to your ethics official and telling us
where you live. There are a few exceptions for certain localities); and

(4) Don’t solicit or discourage political activity from any person who is doing business with the
Agency. This includes any person who has an application for any compensation grant, contract,
ruling, license, permit, or certificate pending in your office. It also includes any person who is
the subject of an investigation, audit or enforcement action in your office. For PAS employees,
this description can include a lot of people!

How are PASers special under the Hatch Act?

Unlike most employees, EPA’s fourtcen PASers can participate in political activity while on
duty, on government premises, in a government vehicle, and while wearing the EPA badge. But
only they can do so. The rest of the EPA employees, including Schedule Cs and non-career
SESers cannot,








The “Secret Service” exception

In limited cases, the Hatch Act nevertheless allows staff to assist the PAS consistent with their
official duty. For example, a security detail may accompany the Administrator, evento a
political cvent, so long as he is providing security and not himself participating in the political
activity. Similarly, an administrative assistant may prepare the travel and itinerary associated
with a political trip even if the Administrator is engaged in political activity or a mix of official
and political activity.

But this exception should not be broadened to include speech writing or any “extra” voluntary
service!

What happens if an EPA PAS is invited to a political event?

1) The Scheduling Staff for the PAS should examine the invitation to determine who issued the
invitation to the PAS employee and whether it is indeed for a political event.

s Clues: is the invitation from a campaign committee to clect someone? Is the event called
a “rally” or a “fundraiser” or does it use words like “get out the vote?”

2) The Scheduling Staff should send a copy of the invitation to OGC-Ethics for review and
confirmation as to whether it is indeed a political event.

3) If the event is political, then the Scheduling Staff must do the following:
$ send the requestor the EPA’s “ground rules” about political events
S ask questions about the event:
* who is the host of the event?
e are there any co-sponsors?
» where will the event be held?
» who ar¢ the anticipated invitees to the event?
» how many people are expected to attend?
» what is the anticipated role of the EPA PAS at the event?
$ identify a contact person on the Scheduling Staff to work with OGC
$ identify a contact person on the requestor’s staff to talk to OGC
s do not confirm attendance until the event is cleared, in writing (by email), by OGC

NOTE: An employee with Agency-wide responsibility may address a large, diverse
group to seck support for a partisan political candidate so long as the group has not been
specifically targeted as having matters before the employing office. 5 CFR 734.305.

s Ancxample of a permitted activity: the Administrator may speak on behalf of a
partisan candidate at a forum sponsored by the League of Women Voters that is
expected to have more than 100 people attend. However, he cannot use his
official title and cannot solicit funds for the candidate in his speech. He also
should not say that the candidate is endorsed by the US EPA.







* Anexample of a prohibited activity: the Administrator will not be permitted to
speak at an event that is sponsored by an environmental law firm for its clients to
be held in the law firm’s offices.

e  OGC will examine closcly where the event is to be held and the sponsors and
hosts. Scrutiny will be applied to certain entities, including lobbying
organizations, law firms, for-prefit and not-for-profit entities that have an
environmental focus, and trade associations.

4) If the event is cleared, then the Scheduling Staff can confirm attendance, subject to the EPA’s
ground rules. The Scheduling Staff should now:
$ obtain a list of all of the invitees and send that list to OGC
$ obtain copies of all of the invitations and send to OGC for review of the format
S talk to the PAS travel coordinator and OGC about payment for any political travel
5 reaffirm to the PAS that s/he cannot accept any volunteer services, including speeches
$ provide the PAS with the EPA’s ground rules as part of her/his briefing package
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GROUND RULES FOR PARTICIPATION IN A POLITICAL EVENT

Your campaign has invited a Presidentially-Appointed and Senate-confirmed appointee
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to speak at your political cvent. The Hatch Act, 5
U.S.C. §§ 7321-7326, sets forth certain restrictions that this employee must follow. She cannot
use her official authority to further political activity; cannot solicit, accept or receive political
contributions; and cannot solicit or discourage the political participation of anyone who has
business pending before the Agency.

We ask that you review our ground rules carefully and ensure that they are followed. Failure
to follow these rules may result in withdrawal of any approval to allow our employee to speak at
your event.

* You must provide EPA with a copy of the invitation and any other public
communications regarding the event before you may distribute them so that our counsel
can ensure compliance with federal rules.

» Oncc EPA agrees to the final version of the invitation or other public communications,
you cannot make any subscquent changes to the text or format nor change the title of the
clectronic files.

¢ You must provide EPA with a complete description of the event, the proposed venue, any
sponsors or affiliated entities, and a summary description of proposed invitees.

* You may not specifically target invitees with interests before the Agency. If EPA agrees
to provide a speaker, you will provide a list of all invitees to EPA and their contact
information at least 48 hours in advance of the event.

e When you issue your invitations, you will include this statement as part of the
distribution:

PLEASE NOTE: The federal Hatch Act prohibits this speaker from soliciting or
discouraging the political participation of any person who has an application for any
compensation grant, contract, ruling, license, permit, or certificate pending before US
EPA. If you or your company has any business pending before any part of EPA, we ask
that you not attend this event.

Any questions regarding these rules should be directed to Justina Fugh, Senior Counsel for
Ethics, at fugh.justina@iepa.gov or 202 564 1786.










Request, Foia

From: no-reply@foia.gov on behalf of National FOIA Portal <no-reply@foia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 13,2018 2:10 PM

To: Request, Foia

Subject: New FOIA request received for Office of Special Counsel

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Categories: Tarik

Hello,

A new FOIA request was submitted to your agency component:

The following list contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of viewing and printing.

request_id 5201
confirmation_id 5956

address_city New York
address_country United States
address_line1 111 West 19th Street
address_line2 5th Floor
address_state_province NY
address_zip_postal_code 10011
company_organization Law360

email je.rodriguez@law360.com
expedited_processing yes

| am requesting expedited processing because | am a
news reporter who is primarily engaged in
disseminating information, and because there is an
urgency to inform the public concerning actual or
alleged Federal Government activity. In this case, the
activity is potential retaliation against EPA employees
and potential misuse of government funds and abuse
of privileges.

fee_waiver yes

| am requesting a fee waiver because the requested
information is in the public interest because it is likely
to contribute significantly to public understanding of
the operations and activities of the government and is
not primarily in the commercial interest of the

expedited_processing_explanation

fee_waiver_explanation

requester.
name_first Juan Carlos
name_last Rodriguez
phone_number 505-353-2277
request_category media

Hello, My name is Juan-Carlos Rodriguez and I'm a
reporter at Law360. | am writing to make a request for
records under the Freedom of Information Act. | am
requesting copies of any complaints against U.S.
request_description Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Scott
Pruitt. | am also requesting copies of documents
related to any investigations against Mr. Pruitt. | am
also requesting copies of any documents related to
the resolution of any investigations against Mr. Pruitt.
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Please don't hesitate to contact me with any questions
or clarifications, and thank you very much for your
assistance.

The following table contains the entire submission, and is formatted for ease of copy/pasting into a spreadsheet.

request i confirmation_ address ci address count address lin address lin address state provi address zip |
d id ty ry el e2 nce ode

5201 5956 New York  United States ;::eg:’e“ 19t 54 Floor NY 10011









/s/

Katie Baker
FOIA Team
Office of the Clerk





